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We Believe 
The Saskatchewan Middle Years Association believes middle years students require 
educators who understand and advocate for their students’ physical, emotional, social and 
academic needs. The SMYA provides workshops, speakers for interested groups, resource 
materials and an annual provincial conference. 

 

Our organization has the following aims: 

• To further understanding of the middle years student 
• To further an understanding of programs and teaching approaches for the middle 

years 
• To provide a means of communication for teachers about middle years students 
• To develop a positive attitude toward middle years students 
• To provide a vehicle for sharing information with all partners in education 
• To advocate school experiences that are developmentally responsive to the needs of 

middle years students 

 

 

JOURNAL EDITORS: Tina Blake and Crystal Boire 

In the Middle is published three times yearly. It accepts articles that are practical, accessible and of interest to 
teachers of Grades 5 through 9. Articles should be from 2 to 15 pages in length. They can concern curriculum or 

teaching methodologies, or they can concern middle years children and suggestions for working with them. Articles 
published by In the Middle reflect the views of their authors and are not necessarily those of the editors, the 

Saskatchewan Middle Years Association, or the Saskatchewan Teachers’ Federation. 
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President’s Message 

The New Year is Here! 

By Brett Reis 

On behalf of the Saskatchewan Middle Years 
Association, I’d like to welcome you back to 
another exciting school year. As I write this, I 
am enjoying the “calm before the storm”, when 
students will join us for the first day of school. 
To me, there is something special about the few 
days I spend in the classroom before the school 
year officially begins. The quietness of the 
classroom, the way that supplies are laid out 
neatly around the classroom, the fresh wax on 
the floor, it all helps add to a sense of optimism 
of the upcoming school year. This calm is always 
quickly replaced by the hustle and bustle of 
students and learning that goes on inside our 
classrooms, or the storm.  

Don’t get me wrong, it is a good storm and 
there is no place I would rather be than right in 
the center of it, learning alongside my students. 
I do find, however, that sometimes it is easy to 
get lost in the busy-ness of the day-to-day of 
teaching and lose track of other things that give 
us balance, both personally and professionally. 
This is where I am thankful for my co-workers, 
family and PLN (Personal Learning Network) 
who assist me in maintaining a strong balance 
between teaching, professional growth and 
personal ambitions. The SMYA is grateful that 
you have allowed us to be a part of your 
Personal Learning Network and support you in 
these endeavors. I am very excited for all of the 

initiatives that we have in the works for the 
2016-17 school year.  

First, I am thrilled to know that many of you will 
be joining us on October 20th & 21st in Regina 
for #SMYA16. Our keynote speaker this year is 
none other than “The Weird Teacher”, Doug 
Robertson. Doug is an author, blogger and 
editor of the CUE blog. He hosts the 
entertaining #WeirdEd on Twitter every 
Wednesday night at 7PM PST.  He is the author 
of two books: He’s the Weird Teacher and The 
Teaching Text (You’re Welcome). Doug brings a 
unique blend of humor and insight to teaching. 
He will make you think of teaching in ways that 
you likely never have before (Some might call 
this weird).  I look forward to having him bring 
his thoughts and experiences to the teachers of 
Saskatchewan.  

We are also very excited about our pre-
conference session led by Katia Hilderbrand and 
Joanna Sanders on Digital Literacy in the Middle 
Years. It is often difficult as educators to keep 
up with and understand what is going on with 
our students in their digital lives. It is even 
more difficult to understand how we can best 
support them to navigate digital life and 
manage their digital footprint. This session will 
inform you and give you strategies to support 
students in these areas.  
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We continue to look for ways to support Middle 
Years Teaching in Saskatchewan. Last school 
year, we were able to support a number of 
initiatives through our youth grants program. If 
you have an idea to do something new and 
exciting in your school that supports youth or 
adult learning, I encourage you to apply for 
either our Youth grant or Harold Schultz fund. 
Applications for each of these can be found in 
this journal. Also, I encourage you to think of 
those educators who are leaving a mark on 
Middle Years education in Saskatchewan. We 

would like to recognize these individuals 
through the Teaching from the Heart award.  
Please consider nominating those individuals 
who you see as going above and beyond for 
their students.  

I wish you and your students all the best as we 
begin our journey through the 2016-17 school 
year. May it be filled with much joy and 
learning. I look forward to seeing all of you at 
#SMYA16 in October.  

  



 

Editor’s Corner 

Welcome Back! 

By Tina Blake and Crystal McLaren  
 

Welcome back to another amazing school year!  We hope 
you all had a safe and enjoyable summer and were able to 
take time to relax, rejuvenate, and spend quality time 
with family and friends! 
 
As always, this journal is packed full of great ideas and 
resources that are ready for you to use in your 
classroom!  We always welcome members to submit ideas 
and artwork.  When we work together and share ideas, it 
lightens everyone's load!  We know teaching continues to 
change, and the amount of work and stress we often face, can     
be daunting.  We hope this school year you will share ideas, reach  
out to colleges and enjoy every one of the students who are coming to  
you this fall!   
 
 
If you haven't already done so, please register for our upcoming SMYA conference!  We are 
heading back to Regina and our committee has been busy planning exciting, humorous and 
enlightening speakers and sessions!   
 
We wish you a successful school start up and hope to see you in October!   
 
Tina and Crystal  
 
www.smya.ca 
On Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/SKMiddleYears  

We are looking for 
student artwork to 

showcase in the 
journal.  Please 

send artwork to: 

Tina Blake 
8038 Knox Place 
Regina S4Y 1G5 

 
Please include the 
student’s name, 

grade and school 
 h  b k f h  
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Meet the SMYA Executive 
 

 
Brett Reis - President  
Brett has been teaching “in the middle” for the past 10 years. In his 6th year on the SMYA 
executive, he is presently teaching a Gr. 5/6 split at Delisle Elementary School. 
Brett’s professional interests include technology, project based learning and professional 
development. In his spare time he enjoys spending time with his two young children, 
reading and playing coaching & playing various sports.  
 

 
Angela Byrnes – Vice-President  

Angela Byrnes is a grade 7 teacher at Emerald Ridge Elementary School in White 
City.  She received both her undergraduate and graduate degrees from the University of 

Regina and is a strong believer in life-long learning, both from formal education and 
informally in the classroom and from colleagues.  Her career in education has led her 

through many steps from teacher to vice principal to principal and then back to 
classroom teacher.  Middle years classrooms are where her heart is and she loves that 

no two days in middle are ever the same. 
 

 
Tina Blake – Co-Editor  
Tina has been teaching with the Regina Public School Board for 19 years.  Tina now 
teaches Grade 7/8 at W. H. Ford in Regina and loves middle level education. She believes 
in young people and the rights of children. She enjoys spending time with her husband 
and her two wonderful kids.  When she can fit it in, she also loves selling Thirty-One, 
scrapbooking and watching movies! 
 

 
Crystal McLaren – Co-Editor  

Crystal is a Grade 8 French Immersion teacher in Regina. She loves the relationships that 
are built with Middle Years students; their sense of humour and personality are so 

unique from one pre-teen to the next! Crystal enjoys filling her free time (ha!) with 
reading, Netflix, scrapbooking and sewing.  

 
 

Ian Trail - Treasurer 
Ian has taught Middle Years Education with Regina Public Schools for the past 10 years, 
and is currently at Ruth M. Buck School.  The positive relationships Ian has with his 
students,  in the classroom and through coaching, creates a successful collaborative 
learning environment, which all students belong by feeling valued, safe, and inspired. 
Ian has been an Executive Member with the SMYA for the past 3 years and is entering 
his 2nd as Treasurer.  In his spare time he plays hockey, baseball, and golf. 
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Rachelle Mievre – Member at Large  

Rachelle Mievre is a middle years teacher in Pilot Butte, SK who is passionate about 
teaching ELA, Arts Ed, and Genius Hour. Follow her classroom's learning journey on 

Twitter @MrsMievresClass. Rachelle enjoys traveling with her husband, attending 
concerts with friends, and playing with her big dog. 

 
 
 
Kelsey Bailey – Member at Large 
Kelsey is in her eleventh year teaching with Regina Public Schools and is currently 
teaching Grade 7 at Henry Janzen. She loves teaching in the middle because of the 
energy and creativity middle years students have. 
 
 

 
Melissa Sulivan  – Member at Large  

Melissa Sullivan is in her second term with SMYA. She currently is teaching Grade 4/5 at 
ERES in White City. Melissa is currently in her eleventh year teaching. When she isn't busy 

planning for her class, she is spending time with her husband and three small kids.  
 
 
 

Kelli White – Member at Large  
Kelli has been teaching "in the middle" for eleven years and is passionate about inquiry-
based learning, authentic assessment and engaging teaching strategies.  She is currently 
teaching grade 6 ELA and grade 8 Social Studies, as well as acting as the Learning 
Facilitator at Aberdeen Composite School.  One of her favorite parts about being a 
teacher is working with students through extra-curricular activities.  From social justice 
and travel clubs to coaching the senior girls soccer team, Kelli enjoys building 
relationships and memories with students as much outside of the classroom as inside.   

 
 
 

Pat Telfer – Member at Large  
 
 

 
Teresa Cowan – Member at Large 
Jackie is currently a Grade 7 homeroom teacher at Hepburn School, north of 
Saskatoon. Previously, she taught overseas in Seoul, South Korea, Istanbul, Turkey, and 
Leysin, Switzerland. She enjoys teaching middle years because she loves to encourage 
students and build their self-confidence as they prepare for the demands of high 
school.  
 

 
Murray Wall – STF Liaison wallm@stf.sk.ca
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Current Events are a great routine to incorporate into the middle years classroom.  Having 

students take turns sharing what news is standing out to them in an informal presentation to the class 
builds their confidence in speaking, while becoming more aware of the world around them. 

 

 

 

Enjoy the template on the next page as graphic organizer students can use to jot note ideas on how to 
share their current event.  As the teacher, you decide if you’d like your students to focus on local, 
national or international news, or leave it open for student choice.   

 

As you’ll see on the graphic organizer, the information is split into three categories: WHAT, SO WHAT 
and NOW WHAT.  This is to encourage students to think beyond the basics of the story to infer 
implications and even suggest solutions or next steps that need to occur as a result of the current 
event. 
 

Students should share a source or two from where they found out about the event.  Bringing up a 
news article on a smart board or projector, showing the news clipping from the newspaper, sharing a 
link to the video of the news story through a class blog (such as Edmodo) are example methods of 
sharing the source.   

Sample evaluation rubric: 

4-Mastery 3-Meeting 2-Approaching 1-Beginning 
Student effectively 
summarizes the main 
details to describe the 
event and offers many 
insightful comments 
about the 
implications now and 
in the future.  
Insightful next steps 
or solutions are 
shared. 

Student demonstrates 
a complete 
understanding of the 
main details of the 
event. Some ideas as 
to implications now 
and in the future are 
mentioned.  Possible 
solutions or next 
steps are considered.   

Student demonstrates 
some understanding 
of the event and 
offers an idea of the 
implications and/or 
next steps.   

Some details are 
shared, although 
some 
misunderstanding is 
present.   
Student needs to 
continue working to 
summarize in own 
words and offer their 
own ideas as to 
implications and 
solutions. 

 

*Outcomes to link the assignment to would depend on the topic discussed.  You may wish to have 
students look for specific current event topics as you cover particular outcomes throughout the year.   
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Current Events      

Name: ____________________   Date: ________ 

 

Title of Article: ____________________________________________ 

 

Source: _______________________________  Date: ______________ 

 

WHAT? The who, what, when, and where of the event explained. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SO WHAT?  Why is this event important to know about? What are the immediate implications 
for the people , enviornment or land effected? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOW WHAT? What solutions are being looked at or should be looked at?  What are the long 
term implications for people/land/enviornment? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Submitted by Kelli White 
 

 

10 In The Middle | Volume 35 Number 2 

 



 

Get to Know Your Class 
Submitted by Angela Byrnes 

Most teachers get a new set of students at the beginning of every school year. This means new faces and names 
to remember, not just for you, but for your students as well. Here are a few fun ways that you can get to 

know your students and their interests in the first few days of the new school year.  

 

1.    Two Truths and a Lie:  Have students write down 2 truths from the summer and 1 lie.  They 
want to write them in a way that makes it difficult to figure out which one is a lie.  They get in 
small groups and read them out.  Other group members will try and figure out which is the 
lie. 

2.       Instagram Bulletin Board:  Make an Instagram bulletin board.  Have students bring pictures 
from home on a USB.  You can decide if they are pictures of their summer, their favourite 
pictures,  or pictures that describe them.  They then use computer software to make an 
Instagram Collage to post on the bulletin board.  You can teach them about hashtags and 
they could also include hashtags on their collages. 

3.       Theme Song of My Life:  Students pick a theme song for their lives.  They 
use www.tagxedo.com to turn the lyrics into a word cloud.  I repeat the assignment at the 
end of the year and have students compare their song choices and lyrics. 

4.       Mystery Baby:  Students bring a baby picture to school.  They write three clues describing 
themselves.  The goal is to make the clues descriptive, but not easy to identify.  After clues 
are checked, baby picture and clues get put up on a bulletin board (using next page) and I let 
students guess who is who.  I always throw in a few teachers as well!  
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Read the clues to figure out who I am 

 

         

 

  
  
 

 

 

  
  

 

 

 

  
  



Save Fred! 
Submitted by Leslie Blyth 

 

A fun way to start the year is by giving the students a problem to solve. Save Fred! 

teaches the students how to work in teams, engage in creative and critical thinking, 

and have fun while doing it. 

Each group must figure out how to save Fred (a gummy worm) from his capsized 

boat (a plastic cup) using only paper clips.  

There are many versions of this activity available online. Here are a few variations. 

Have fun! 

 

https://extension.purdue.edu/4h/Documents/Volunteer%20Resources/Science%
20Made%20Easy/Save%20Fred.pdf  
 
http://www.slideshare.net/Alyssa10/saving-fred-25608448 (Teacher Power Point) 
 
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Interactive-Science-Notebook-
Freebie-Can-You-Save-Fred-739946  
 
http://www.anderson.k12.ky.us/Downloads/Save%20Fred2.pdf  
 
http://chasemarch.com/2014/10/save-fred-team-building-activity.html  
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Resonate 2016 

Submitted by Kendra Worman 

 

Background 

It’s December of 2011 and I am sitting in a session called Jazz Guitar For Beginners at the Midwest Clinics (a conference for music 
teachers) in Chicago.  I have a student back home in Saskatchewan who plays flute but is much more interested in guitar.  I have 
no idea what to do with this student or how to teach him, but I am on the brink of seeing him drop my class and add one more 
place to a list of places in school that which he doesn’t always fit the popular norm; unless I find a way to engage him.   

So here I am, in Beginner Jazz Guitar trying to absorb all that I can, scratching down as much detail as can fit in the margins of the 
session handout.  I am burdened by the great responsibility in returning home with this new learning and attempting to correctly 
teach it hereafter.  Suddenly the weight of this burden is lifted momentarily by a simple wondering.  Wouldn’t it be better if the 
student himself was here in this session absorbing this information directly?  Why don’t we have music conferences for students?  
Every year, teachers attend conferences and pursue a variety of interests of their choosing.  Why don’t we make such 
opportunities and choices available to students? 

Dave Burgess (2012) describes how creative ideas often come to mind by consistently asking significant questions, and that is 
exactly how the idea of Resonate came to be.  There was a problem without an existing ideal solution, there were questions that 
started with “why,” and there was significant belief in the existence of a solution; we just had to find it.  From this point forward 
there would be no list of reasons preventing the idea from coming to fruition that would bring closure to the problem and allow 
me to sleep at night.  For the next four years, the idea would never be far from mind.   

Fast Forward 

On April 14th & 15th, 2016, Prairie Spirit School Division held the 2nd annual Resonate: Student Music Conference at Beaver Creek 
Salvation Army Camp.  This Prairie Spirit School Division music education initiative aims to engage students in music learning 
which in turn engages students in school and contributes to the growth and development of music education in schools and 
communities.  Resonate is for both students who are already connected to music learning opportunities as well as those who are 
not yet.  Resonate offers students the opportunity to pursue music learning based on their personal interests in an setting that is 
free from daily distractions, is inclusive of a variety of musical genres, and is conducive to creativity and confidence building.   

Resonate was built on the following principles:  

• Acceptance and Inclusion 
• Accessibility 
• Engagement of Learners 
• Atmosphere 
• Connection to Schools & Community 

After a successful first year, Resonate expanded in 2016 to make more spaces available for students to attend, added limited spots 
for students from outside of Prairie Spirit School Division to attend, and incorporated a professional development day for teachers.  
As in 2015 both student days filled to capacity. This year our Resonate staff welcomed a total of 235 students from grades 7-12 
and saw students travel from as far away as Lac La Ronge, Sturgis, and Canora.  Representing schools from around the province 
were 216 students from Prairie Spirit School Division and 19 students joining us from Saskatoon Public School Division, Northern 
Lights School Division, and Good Spirit School Division.  While Resonate was open to students in grades 7-12, we again saw the 
middle years significantly representing the majority, this year with 69% of the registration.   
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At Resonate, students are encouraged to bring their own instruments and it is always exciting to see such a variety of musical 
instruments in tow as students file off their buses upon arrival.  Soon thereafter students move into playing instruments, creating 
songs, interacting with other students in sessions, and engaging with guest artists.  This year we were fortunate to have good 
enough weather to go outside at times.  Students were free to choose sessions from nearly 30 options offered by a number of 
local, provincial, national, and internationally recognized music industry professionals, designed to be interactive and hands-on for 
participants with a range of ability and knowledge.  This years’ sessions and guest musicians were as follows: 

 

Composing & Wind Ensemble – Dr. Allan Gilliland, Grant McEwan University, Edmonton, AB 
Drumming & Boomwhackers– Chris Crockarell & Chris Brooks (Rowloff Productions), Nashville, TN 
Hip Hop & Indigenous Education – Brad Bellegarde (InfoRed), Regina, SK 
Recording Studio & Audio Set-up– Randy Woods & Adam Streisel (Absofunkinlutely), Saskatoon, SK 
Jamming – Brett Graham, St. John’s Music, Saskatoon, SK 
Instrument Petting Zoo – St. John’s Music, Saskatoon, SK 
Instrument Building & Design – Will Martin & AJ Ward, Saskatoon, SK 
Drop The Beat & DJ’ing – Chris Merk (Merky Waters), Regina, SK 
Industry Panel Discussion – All guest artists 
Vocals – Amy Klippenstein, University of Saskatchewan, SK 
Guitar – Ian Martens, Saskatoon, SK 
Jamming for beginners – Dave Carter, Kurtis Burnett, and Kendra Worman, Saskatoon, SK 
Performers, Bombargo – Spencer Chilliak, Nathan Thoen, Phil Kashap, Graham Tilsley, Saskatoon, SK 
 

Financial Support 

To truly be accessible to students means removing as many barriers as possible for students to attend; the largest one being 
financial.  The Resonate staff team has worked very hard to provide Resonate to Prairie Spirit School Division students at no cost to 
them, and at minimal cost to students attending from outside of our division.  We believe, without a doubt, Resonate would not 
happen if the cost barrier was not addressed.  As such, we cannot thank our sponsors enough.  Resonate is not just a good cause, 
it really is an investment in citizenship, student learning, and engagement. 

 

Thank you Resonate 2016 Sponsors! 

Saskatchewan Music Educators’ Association  Superior Cabinets  

Saskatchewan Band Association    St. John’s Music (Saskatoon) 

SaskTel      SaskLotteries 

Cameco Corp     SaskCulture 

  Ardell Seeds Ltd.     Cargill Ag Horizons 

Affinity Credit Union    Cargill 

Saskatchewan Middle Years’ Association  Prairie Spirit School Division 
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Performances 
On each student day of Resonate, we provided the students with a professional performance from some of our guest musicians.  It 
is important for our students to hear live, professional music that many of them rarely get to experience.  This year Resonate 
featured the band, Bombargo, and our hip hop and DJ guest artists, InfoRed and  

Merky Waters.  These highly successful Saskatchewan performers have really been making their mark in the music industry well 
beyond our own borders.  Both performances added meaningful, inspiring, and enjoyable elements to Resonate and were well-
received by the students. 
 
Impact 
Since Resonate ended, we have had messages from parents whose children have been inspired to continue to learn about music.  
Students regularly tell us how much they enjoy Resonate and look forward to it each year.  Guest musicians have also voiced their 
support for this event and how much they believe in what we are trying to do for students.  We continue to see students engage in 
learning at Resonate who struggle to engage in regular school activity.  Notably once again behavior and discipline were not issues 
at Resonate despite the great potential for challenging scenarios to arise.   As a highlight we were contacted by a parent whose 
son shared the following text message while he was at Resonate: 

“I may be rethinking my future career choices.  I went to the hip hop thing and I loved it.  Seriously though if I can find a 
career in music I want it.” 

Further, teachers from other school divisions are beginning to have conversations around how to build something similar in their 
area of the province. 
 
Future Plans 
We will be back at Beaver Creek for Resonate 2017 during the week of April 3rd -7th.  There continues to be a need to expand 
Resonate and make more spaces available for students to attend.  To do so means adding a third day for students to attend which 
our staff team will be assessing in the fall to determine if we will be in a financially feasible position to do so.  Details for Resonate 
2017 will be finalized based on student post-Resonate surveys and feedback from our guest musicians and our staff team.   Our 
staff also intend to develop a Resonate Junior for students in Kindergarten-grade 6 in the 2016/2017 school year.   
 
Supporting Learning 
It is important that Resonate not just be a one-off event that happens once a year.  Rather, we want students to connect Resonate 
ideas and learnings back in their classrooms, in their homes, and on performance stages.  In Prairie Spirit School Division we are 
supporting students’ learning beyond Resonate by developing new performance opportunities such as the Resonate Gala and 
Resonate Live concerts, creating Resonate Roadshow classroom workshops, hosting Resonate for Teachers and other professional 
development opportunities, celebrating Music Monday events, and by providing in-school classroom supports.  It is our intent that 
each of these branches stemming from Resonate will emulate the principles of Resonate, support curriculum, and address the 
variety of needs and musical interests of students.   
 
Reflecting Back 
After thinking about what would eventually become Resonate for so many years, it has been a humbling experience to see it not 
only happen once, but to happen again and expand at the same time.  Resonate is a passion and has easily become my favorite 
time of the year!   
 
My one regret is for all the students I taught prior to 2015 who never got to attend Resonate, including the lad who inspired the 
idea in the first place.  I am most grateful to him for unknowingly challenging me to be a better teacher that he and likely many 
others needed.  When I returned from Chicago in 2011, I passed on everything I could remember and he took off from there on his 
own.  He became a valuable asset to our band, eventually even gaining the confidence and skill level to take solos.   A couple years 
away from graduation, he had opportunity to change high schools where he could perhaps more widely find acceptance and 
pursue his interests, but after a great deal of time thinking it over, he told me he had decided to stay where he was, saying, 
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“because once a week I get to play with these guys.”  The idea of dropping my class never came up again and I was proud to 
graduate him from our band program when the time came.  He would have loved Resonate and gained so greatly from it.  He now 
pursues art studies at post-secondary school.  He found his place in school, he is now finding his place in life, and I can sleep now. 

Burgess, D. (2012). Teach like a pirate. San Diego, CA: Dave Burgess Consulting, Inc. 
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Submitted by Rachelle Mievre 

Peer Editing Checklist 

Name: ___________________________ 
Editor: __________________________ 

_____ Reader can relate. 
_____ No spelling errors. 
_____ Sentence structure is varied. 
_____ Powerful word choices. 
_____ Senses are engaged. 
_____ It is appropriate. 
_____ It makes sense. 
_____ It is ready to publish! 

 
Comments: I liked ____________________ 
___________________________________
___________________________________ 
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_____ No spelling errors. 
_____ Sentence structure is varied. 
_____ Powerful word choices. 
_____ Senses are engaged. 
_____ It is appropriate. 
_____ It makes sense. 
_____ It is ready to publish! 

 
Comments: I liked ____________________ 
___________________________________
___________________________________ 

 

Peer Editing Checklist 

Name: ___________________________ 
Editor: __________________________ 

_____ Reader can relate. 
_____ No spelling errors. 
_____ Sentence structure is varied. 
_____ Powerful word choices. 
_____ Senses are engaged. 
_____ It is appropriate. 
_____ It makes sense. 
_____ It is ready to publish! 

 
Comments: I liked ____________________ 
___________________________________
___________________________________ 
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Critique d’un roman 
Nom: _________________________ Titre du roman: ____________________________________ 

1. En 6 phrases (pas plus, pas moins) explique le déroulement du roman. Inclus seulement les informations les plus 
importantes. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Complète les phrases suivantes. 

J’ai beaucoup aimé… 

 

Je n’ai pas aimé… 

 

Ma partie préférée était… 

parce que… 

 

Je n’ai pas compris… 

 

 

3. Recommanderais-tu ce roman aux élèves qui seront dans ma classe dans les années qui suivent? Pourquoi? 

 

Submitted by Crystal Boire 
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Teacher-Friendly Websites! 

 
    The following websites are packed with great ideas for your classroom.  

 
• Art http://thehelpfulartteacher.blogspot.ca/   

• Genius Hour http://www.geniushour.com/  
http://www.livebinders.com/play/play?id=829279   

• Digital Citizenship www.mediasmarts.ca  

http://digitalcitizenshipwebquest.weebly.com/  

• Brain Breaks www.gonoodle.com   

• Classroom Management www.classdojo.com 

• Rubric Maker https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/saskatchewan-

curriculum-p/cciiafmkdiedhednhaojokmcmimhbdgi?hl=en 

• Core French www.duolingo.com   

 
 

http://thehelpfulartteacher.blogspot.ca/
http://www.geniushour.com/
http://www.livebinders.com/play/play?id=829279
http://www.mediasmarts.ca/
http://digitalcitizenshipwebquest.weebly.com/
http://www.gonoodle.com/
http://www.theorganizedclassroomblog.com/index.php/blog/end-of-the-year-activities-roundup
http://www.classdojo.com/
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/saskatchewan-curriculum-p/cciiafmkdiedhednhaojokmcmimhbdgi?hl=en
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/saskatchewan-curriculum-p/cciiafmkdiedhednhaojokmcmimhbdgi?hl=en
http://www.duolingo.com/
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Everyone knows a teacher who does an outstanding job in the middle. Please give that person the 

recognition they deserve. Fill out the attached information, and email the information to brett@smya.ca. 

 

Teacher’s name: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

School: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Teaching Assignment: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Three words describing the teacher’s personality: 

 

A sentence or two describing the teacher’s relationship with: 

a) Students: 

 

b) Colleagues: 

 
c) Community: 

 

Anything else you would like mentioned? 

 

mailto:brett@smya.ca


What can the SMYA do for you?   
Members receive: 

 Three issues of ‘In the Middle’ – The only professional middle years journal published in Canada 
 Three issues of ‘President’s News’ – Keeping you up-to-date on middle years news 
 In-service updates across the province 

 

 

 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Employed by: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Present Position: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you an STF member?  □ Yes □ No Teacher’s Certificate Number: ___________________________ 

 I have enclosed a cheque or money order for $25.00. I understand this is my membership fee for one year. 

I hereby consent to the collection, storage and use of personal information by and for the executive of the SMYA for 
purposes of receiving “In the Middle”, the journal of the Association, the “President’s Newsletter” and periodic notification 
of upcoming professional development opportunities. Information is processed and maintained in a confidential database 
by the STF. 

DATE    SIGNATURE 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please mail this application form when completed to: Kelsey Bailey, 1100 12th  Ave E, Regina, SK, S4N 0M4 
Email: kelsey@smya.ca 

Saskatchewan Middle Years Association 

Application for Membership 

□ I hereby apply for membership in the Saskatchewan Middle Years Association. 
Membership for one year is $25.00. 

□ I hereby apply for membership renewal in the Saskatchewan Middle Years Association. 
Membership for one year is $25.00. 
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 Child. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harold Schultz         
Middle Years 
Development Fund 
 

Introduction 

The need exists in Saskatchewan to encourage 
continued development in the middle years area. 
The SMYA is the logical organization to initiate 
and encourage such development. 

This development fund was established to 
encourage Saskatchewan based projects and/or 
programs related to the middle years child. The 
fund is named in honour of Mr. Harold Schultz 
who was a driving force in starting the middle 
years concept in Saskatchewan. It was through 
his research, his encouragement and his 
dedication that the philosophy of Middle Years 
Education took hold and continues to grow 
today. 

 

Objectives of the Fund 

The monies of the fund are to assist, financially, 
individuals, groups and/or schools in developing 
programs or research projects that increase the 
understanding and awareness of the middle 
years child in Saskatchewan. 

The monies of the fund may be awarded to those 
projects, ideas or programs that help to increase 
the understanding and awareness of the middle 
years child and/or promote effectiveness of the 
middle years teacher. 

  

PLEASE NOTE: 
There is no application form for this award. 
Candidates must submit a written application 
meeting the guidelines below. 
 
General Guidelines for Selection 

1. The results of such projects, programs, or 
practices supported by this fund must be made 
available for the use of the SMYA and its 
members. 

2. The recipient(s) of monies from the fund must 
submit a comprehensive typewritten report to 
the SMYA executive upon completion of the 
projects. 

3. The SMYA journal, In the Middle, must be 
provided with a synopsis of useful and relevant 
results of the funded project(s) for publishing 
purposes. 

4. The recipients must acknowledge the financial 
assistance of the SMYA in the text of the 
comprehensive typewritten report. 

5. The executive of the SMYA has the right to 
change, delete, or add any conditions related to 
the awarding of monies related to the fund. 

 
Conditions 

1. Payment of the monies of the fund will be 50 
percent when the project is approved by the 
SMYA Selection Committee and 50 percent upon 
completion of the project and the submission of 
an article suitable for publication in our journal. 

2. The allocation of the monies granted will be 
made at the discretion of the SMYA Selection 
Committee. 

3. Applications for the 2012 award can be made any 
time prior to Oct. 1, 2013. 

4. Each application will be acknowledged and 
recipients will be notified of decisions 
immediately following the Selection Committee’s 
meeting. 

5. The amount of the monies of the fund to be 
allocated at the discretion of the Selection 
Committee shall not exceed $1000.00. 

6. Applications will be received in a format 
approved by the SMYA Selection Committee. 
Interested persons should forward inquiries to: 

Harold Schultz Middle Years Development Fund 
ATTENTION: 

Crystal Boire 
131 Massey Rd, Regina SK 
S4S 4N3  
email: crystal@smya.ca 
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The Saskatchewan Middle Years Association strives to promote an understanding of middle years education 
within the province of Saskatchewan. Therefore, the President, on behalf of the Association, annually presents 
“The President’s Award” to recognize individual excellence in middle years education. 

Members of the SMYA are invited to nominate an individual to be considered as a recipient of this award. 

Criteria 

1. The award will be presented to an educator who has made meritorious contribution to middle years 
education both locally and provincially. 

2. Nominations must be made by a current member of SMYA.  
Timeline 

Applications for the 2015 award must be submitted to the President by October 1, 2016. 

 

NOMINATION FORM 

A. Nominee Information 
Name___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Work Address____________________________________________________________________________ 
Position Held_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Telephone – Home___________________________Office________________________________________ 
 

B. Nominator Information 
Name___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Work Address____________________________________________________________________________ 
Position Held_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Telephone – Home___________________________  Office________________________________________ 
 

C. Point form outline of the candidate’s contributions 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

D. Attach statement supporting your nomination (Maximum 1,000 words) 
Email all submissions to: Brett Reis brett@smya.ca  

Saskatchewan Middle Years Association 

President’s Award 
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SMYA YOUTH GRANT 
The SMYA supports and encourages special projects, initiatives and student conferences. 
Because of this, SMYA has established a grant fund, which will allow our organization to 
support such ventures. Money will be awarded in two installments. Fifty percent of the grant 
will be paid up front while the remaining fifty percent will be awarded on submission of a 
written report that can be published in In the Middle, the SMYA journal. Applications should 
show how the project, initiative, or conference would enhance the education of the middle 
level students involved. Priority will be given to those applicants which are organized by 
students, for students, or that go beyond regular classroom excursions/trips. 

1. Applications for funds must be made BEFORE the project, initiative, or conference 
takes place AND before an SMYA executive meeting. The deadlines for consideration 
at an executive meeting are: 

a. April 30 
b. June 30 
c. December 30 

2. Applicants must fill in the following form and include a half to one-page summary or 
outline of the project, initiative, or conference on a separate piece of paper. 

3. Applicants must be SMYA members. 
4. Funds for grants will be set aside by the executive in the annual budget. 
5. The maximum amount available for grants is $1000 per year. Amounts awarded are at 

the discretion of the SMYA executive. 
6. All special projects receiving the initial SMYA financial support will be required to 

provide SMYA with a written report suitable for publication in the SMYA journal in 
order to receive their second installment. 
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SMYA Privacy Policy  Application for 
Financial Assistance 
for SMYA  
Youth Grant 
 

 

                    c/o Brett Reis 
                    email : brett@smya.ca 
              

  
 
                   

 

 
Deadlines for applications are June 30, December 30, and April 30 

 
School Name/Group Name 

School Address 

School Phone Number Postal Code 

Teacher Contact 

Type of Event Date 

Location 

Number of Participants For Students and/or Teachers 

Anticipated Costs 
 

Food 

Source of Funding 
 
Amount 

Speakers 
 

Source 
 
 Accommodation  

Travel  

Other (specify)  

Total  

Outline of Event 
Please include a brief description of the project including rationale for the project, format and anticipated 
activities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you have an active SMYA 
membership? Have you 
received SMYA funding before? 
Are you willing to: 

a) Provide a report suitable for publication in the SMYA journal? 
b) Make a presentation at our Annual Conference? 

Please provide any additional information that will assist us in processing your request and attach it to the form. 
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SMYA Privacy Policy 

From time to time, the Saskatchewan Middle 
Years Association (SMYA) will gather, maintain 
and use personal information about its 
members. This policy outlines the steps that 
the SMYA will undertake to safeguard the 
privacy of this information. 

1. Accountability 
a. The Executive shall appoint one of its 

members as the SMYA Privacy 
Compliance Officer. 

b. The Executive may appoint other 
members of the Executive to be 
responsible for collecting personal 
information subject to the terms set out 
in the policy. 

c. Complaints and/or inquiries arising from 
the collection of personal information 
shall be directed to the Privacy 
Compliance Officer of the organization. 

d. Personal information of the membership 
shall be shared with and maintained by 
the Saskatchewan Teachers’ Federation 
(STF) for grant purposes. 

e. Personal information shall not be shared 
with any other third parties. 
 

2. Purposes 
Personal information will be used for 
communication purposes only. These 
communication vehicles will include the 
SMYA journal, the President’s newsletter 
and periodic mail outs, which may advise 
the membership of upcoming 
professional development opportunities. 
 

3. Consent 
a. Consent to gather personal information 

shall be obtained annually from the 
membership at conference. 

b. Registration forms for new or renewed 
memberships shall contain a “Consent for 
Release of Personal Information” section. 

c. This policy shall be made available to all 
members. 

d. Information collected by the SMYA may 
be disclosed to the STF for grant purposes 
and/or to the members of the SMYA 
Executive only. 

 
 
 

4. Limiting Collection 
a. The information collected shall be 

limited to: 
i. Name 
ii. Address 
iii. Postal Code 
iv. Teaching Certificate 

Number 
v. Telephone Number 
vi. Email Address 

b. Name, Address and Postal Code 
information are needed to send 
communication to the member. 

c. A teaching certificate number is 
required by the STF for grant 
purposes. 

d. Telephone numbers are required 
to communicate with members 
quickly (i.e. in the event of a 
program cancellation). 
 

5. Limiting Use, Disclosure and 
Retention 

a. Membership information shall be 
retained for as long as a person is a 
member of the organization. 

b. Lapsed membership information 
will be retained for a maximum of 
one year. 

c. Lapsed information in electronic or 
“hard copy” form shall be securely 
destroyed. 
 

6. Accuracy 
a. Membership renewal information 

will be checked for accuracy with 
the individual member. 

b. Individual members of the SMYA 
shall be responsible for informing 
the organization’s Privacy 
Compliance Officer with 
appropriate updates to their 
personal information. 
 

7. Safeguards 
a. All reasonable measures shall be 

taken to protect members’ 
personal information against loss 
or theft. 

b. Access to electronically stored 
information shall be limited to 
members of the organization’s 
Executive only. 

 

c. Executive members shall annually 
be made aware of the need to 
protect the privacy of members’ 
personal information. 

d. This policy shall be reviewed 
annually. 
 

8. Openness 
a. This policy shall be published on 

the organization’s website. 
b. This policy shall be published 

annually in the Association journal. 
 

9. Individual Access 
a. Upon a request by a member, the 

President shall confirm the 
existence of a member’s personal 
information and shall provide a 
copy of this policy to the member. 

b. If a member deems her/his 
personal information to be 
inaccurate, the member shall be 
given the opportunity to correct 
any inaccuracy. 
 

10. Challenging Compliance 
a. Complaints and/or inquiries 

regarding this policy shall be 
directed to the Privacy Compliance 
Officer of the organization. 

b. Upon receiving a complaint and/or 
inquiry, the Privacy Compliance 
Officer shall attempt to resolve the 
issue as expeditiously as possible. 
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